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MIDDLE EAST AGGRESSION

is each day goes by evidence accumulates that it was Israel that started the
fighting in the Middle East, that this was done in collusion with the U.S,
and the whole aim of the operation was to inflict a defeat on Arab national-
ism, Apart from the evidence which has been compiled in press reports which
we have quoted elsewhere in this issue, we have only to mention that most

of Egypt's tanks were still painted green when the fighting started (showing
that they had been rushed to the front); that the U,S. News and World Report
correspondent in Israel reports that the U.A.R. forces had been taken off
alert when Israel struck; and that the U,S. ship which was bombed was right
at the point of battle, carrying out a "communications function" according
to U.S. spokesmen, The Observer on Sunday, June 1lth, reported that the

aim of the last attack made by Israel - on Syria - had the aim of over-
throwing the Government of that country, something which this paper said

at the beginning of the crisis,

We have had at least one cancellation of subscription because of our stand.
Ironically enough, much of the material which our former reader described
as being worthy of Mosley was teken dirastly from The Times, It is a great
pity that the genuine sympathy for the Jewish people that all progressives
hold has been so misused by the capitalist press. The left has a colosgsal
job of sducation to do in relation to the Middle Zast., In the many crises
which will come up in the coming months it is essential that socialists in
this country vespond to prevent further aggression.

STILL ONLY .BSTAINING

Somewhere between 31 and 35 M,P,s abstained on the renewal of the Government’'s
wages standstill powers., There is no excuse whatsoever for either those who
refused to vote against the Government, or for those who still stick to the
theory that one isolates oneself if one doesn't vote for the Government.
Abstaining is guite incapable of mobilising opinion and action against the
Goverrnment on this or any other matter, The Government's decision not to
throw out thoee who voted against the Government on the Common Market shows
that the atstainers had nothing to fear, On the contrary what many Labour
M.P.s have to fear is the loss of their seats at the next election. This
Government has shown that it is determined to go shead with its reactionaxry
policies regardless of all the "good advice" it gets from well-meaning

left wingers,

The lesson is this: unless some effort is made to convince militants and
active trade unionists that someone in the Labour Party is going to really
resist Vilson's wage freeze there is no prospect of bringing them into the
struggle, One vote in Parliement which threatened the Government would be
worth a thousand abstentions. If Wilson was really threatened in Parlisment
he would, as always, manoeuvre, M.P.s would then be doing something,



BOOT AND SHOE UNION LEADER CALLS FOR OPPOSITICN TO VIETNAM WAR by A. Acheson

The National Union of Boot and Shoe Operatives is a right of centre union,
go it is all the more significent that the general secretary has made a
call to the Labour Government to decisively oppose the Vietnam war. He
did this when he in*roduced the political section of the executive council
report.

Although it might be looked upon as essentially an American war it was one
which could well escalate and involve all mankind, he said. He urged that
the Labour government should make every effort to "settle this issue."
They should seek to bring about a cessation of bombing of North Vietnam
and of the scaling down of military activities by all sides in South
Vietnam.,

He said members of the Shoe Operatives' Union shared the dismay expressed
by large numbers of American trade unionists about the Vietnam war. "It
would be wrong of this conference to overlook the pressure that some of
our fellow trade unionists are bringing to bear on their government," he
added.

LONG-IME LABOUR ACTIVIST "DISGUSTED" from a Leicester reader

I received a letter from a long-time Labour Party activist recently who
wrote from hospital., He had been a member of a local council until re-
cently but had to give the post up because he was due for a major oper-
ation., My friend had never considered himself a left-winger so his
comments on Labour's record are all the more significant. There is no
doubt that the feelings expressed in these extructs are shared by hundreds
of Labour Party rank and file members all over the country. The relevant
parts of the letter read:

"As regards the Labour Party, my disgust goes deeper and deeper. I had
a friend come round, a highly successful young capitalist who runs 3
businesses besides lecturing (full time!) at the Tech, and he said:
*What's happened to them? Can you explain it?' The only answer I could
give was that thinking they had no mandate for genuine left-wing polic-
ies (and thinking they wouldn't work anyhow), they decided to try and
menipulate capitalism and instead found that the international bankers,
the Civil Service, the city, and the professions took them over. The
mistakes of this government are so numerous, so terrible, that it is
difficult to open a paper. Fundamentally, however, I believe their
failure lies in two things: a) snobbery and too great an awe for in-
stitutions, etc.; b) Cowardice - the belief that a law sternly
applied against vested interests will not work, e.g., (negotiation and
% a loaf is better than the whole hog and a sow).

An income tax inspector friend who came to see me here and hoped the
Government would give the tax authorities teeth with which to catch up
on the evasion they knew existed, is now thinking of voting Liberal;
so is an accountant who was secretary of the Mavering Labour Party.
The middle-class Labour type sees that this Govermment provides no al-
ternative to the Tories - so why vote for them? I suppose it is too
eagy to say 'I told you so' but not even I thought they would be that
weak.



THE FIFTH NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON WORKERS' CONTROL by Geoff Coggan

The Fifth National Conference on Workers! Control, sponsored by the Centre
for Socialist Education, was held at the T&GWU offices in Coventry last
weekend, Its opening coincided with the publication of the Labour Party's
"Report on Industrial Democracy", and John Hughes, one of the authors of
the Report, participated in the first morning's discussion,

The fact that the ILabour Party has felt it necessary, at this time, to
publish such a document = whatever its ambiguous shortcomings and despite
the fears voiced by many delegates that it was no more than a sop to the
left - is at least a recognition of the pressures that are building up
around this issue., Even more, in the attendance of John Hughes and his
presentation of the Labour Party's new Report, was it a recognition of the
Workers! Control Conference itself, In the four years since the Conference
was first convened in Nottingham, there has been a steady development in
both the size of the conference and the scope of the discussions, This
year over 300 trade union delegates took part and a most important develop-
ment was the participation of a working group of delegates from unions in
the car industry,

The chairman last weekend was Bill Jones, the T&GWU's nominee for the TUC
General Council, and the speakers included Hugh Scanlon, contender for the
presidency of the AEU, whose blistering attack on the Govermnment's econonic
policies was widely acclaimed, and Ernie Roberts, who is rumning for the
position of general secretary. Speaking of nationalisation, Ernie Roberts
said that the concept of 'Fair Compensation' had bedevilled the labour move-
ment and placed a burden on the backs of the workers in the very industries
which had been taken over on behalf of the people, "How", he said, "can
we confiscate what is ours by right ?" He pointed out that in the public
sector there was neither democratic control nor democratic accountability,
and that, far from giving a lead, the Govermment paid some of the lowest
wages in the country, "The Govermment and local govermnment, between them,
emplpy 20 per cent of the labour force, Vhat is stopping them from inst-
ituting equal pay? VWhat is stoppring them helping the lower paid worker?"

The Labour Party Plan was received with understandable suspicion and there
were many who felt that a Government which had so misused the word 'socialism!'
would certainly exploit to the full the ambiguities in the widely differing
concepts of workers' control and workers! participation., Ken Coates was
more optimistic and he saw in the publication of the Report the widening of

8 discussion which would take up its own perspectives and momentum, regardless
of the Govermment's intentions. He warned the Government that it would be
playing with fire if, in fact, it had no other motive than to keep at bay

the pressures that were building up in the labour movement,

But the heart of the conference lay in the seminars which considered in
greater detail the problems of fighting for democratic control in individual
industries, Arising out of these discussions many plans were announced -
among them a decision for a Busmen's National Conference to be held within
a matter of months, On steel, it was recalled that the blueprint which
began as a working report by the steelworkers who had participated in previous
conferences is now the property of the unions and workers in that industry,
A Steelworkers' Conference is to be held in Sheffield next week and further
conferences are planned for Wales, Scotland, and for areas, like Workington,
which are seriously affected by the rationalisation plans for that industry,
Details of the various papers presented and accepted will be dealt with in
subsequent issues of The Week,



WORKERS' CONTROL AND THT ATRCRAFT INDUSTRY by a special correspondent

Among the many papers discussed at the very successful conference on
workers! control last week-end was one on the aircraft industry. Over
twenty of the delegates (most actual workers in the industry) discussed the
following paper and amended it. The amended paper will be published in the
full report of the conference.

The Aircraft Industry: Some Considerations

The Labour Government is at present planning to make certain changes in the
structure of ownership in one section of the aircraft industry. What this
change amounts to is that the Government is prepared to buy up a minority
shareholding in the airframes section, i.e., in Hawker Siddeley and the
British Aircraft Corporation. This means that the Labour Government is
proposing to do even less than was proposed by the Plowden Report which
advocated a state majority shareholding in airframes. The T.U.C. policy
goes along with Plowden.

However, such minor alterations in structure of ownership as propocsed in

both the Labour Gevernment and Plowden versions, have not been enthusias-
tically received by aircraft workers. The official policies of the AEU,

ASSET and DATA call for the complete nationalisation of the aircraft in-

dustry - airframes and aero-engines. This is a logical, minimum social-

ist demand, as both sections of the industry are heavily subsidised,

both are dependent on Government orders for their existence and bcth are

vast monopolies. Yet none of the main engineering trade unions, the TUC

or the Labour Party have advanced any definite ideas for the development

of industrial democracy in the aircraft industry.

But some of the aircraft workers have begun to take the initiative on
this. The Joint Shop Stewards Committee of the Bristol Siddeley Engines
combine (now part of Rolls Royce) have set up a workers control study
group composed of shop stewards from each of the main B.S.E. factories -
at Coventry, Bristol and Watford. This study group is not yet at a

stage of being able to present a completed plan for the democratic owner-
ship and control of the industry - the discussion on this will be carried
further at the Coventry conference and alfter. A useful part of a prelim-
inary study has already been covered at previous meetings of the group.
At the last study i roup meeting, a critical examination was made on Ron
Smith's 'steel plan' and it was gjenerally agreed by the group that air-
craft workers must see to it that a similar plan is not foisted on to the
aircraft workers.

The discussion has now reached a point where the study group is working on
the practicalities of decision-taking and democratic control in a nation-
alised industry.

THE NATIONALISED ATRCRAFT INDUSTRY : SOME WORKERS CONTRCL ISSUES FOR
DISCUSSION

What to take-over:-

- all airframe interests of Hawker Siddeley and B.A.C. should be taken
over; also, all Rolls Royce aero-engines interests.



-.vaernment sbould igsue fixed interest stock in return for assets at
minimum valuation - payable only during the life of the holder.
Should shares be then teken over by the Government?

- what should the nationalised aircraft industry be allowed to manufact-

ure? Only aircraft - . :

1. THE NATICNAL ATRCRAFT BOARD

What should be its size, composition and democratic elements? Composition:
50% Govt., appeintments, 50% aireraft workers reps.? Government nominees
shQuld include representatives from both BEA and BOAC, and probably Minis-
tries of Econ Affairs, Technology & Board of Trade.

Who should the aircraft representatives be? Are they to be directly elect-
ed from plant level? What is out attitude towards position of full-time
trade union officials and TUC nominations? The position of Chairman of
the Board - both Government and aircraft workers representatives able to
put forward nominations for the post? What powers of veto over Chairman?
What is period of office to be? The Government should consult with the
Board on all major aircraft matters? The National Board would make repre-
sentations to the Govt. and would be able to issue its own recommendations
on the aircraft and transport section of the National Plan? The National
Board would seek the advice of the Group-level and plant-level Boards on
all major items of planning and especially on the long-term planning of
the industry? The National Board would have powers in the field of re-
search, development and design?

2. REGIONAL OR GROUP LEVEL BOARDS

At this intermediate level between the National Board and the Plant-level
Boards, the Boards could either be organised on linking aero-engines
plants together in one group and airframes plants in another group or
there could be geographically based regional type groups. There may be
advantages in geographical groupings. The regions might be: South West
(Bristol HQ), South East (London), Midlands (Coventry), North (Manchester)
and Scotland/N. Ireland (Glasgow) .

Composition: 50% Govt., inc. plant-level accountants

507; aircraft workers representatives - from plant level
, and/or t.u.s.?

Although these Regional Boards would do a lot of their work as separate
units, they must all regularly get together nationally to exchange ideas
and information on planning, projects and targets? Recommendations, ideas,
etc. for National Aircraft Board should g0 through national meeting of
combined Regional/Group board first. DPowers: allocation of work to plants
linking up the work of individual plants.

3,  PLANT LEVEL BCARDS :

It is clear that the present system of shop floor gangs, whose elected
leaders already organise work on the shop floor, could be extended. In
view of this, what should composition of 1ocal Board be? 50% workers?

Or 100% workers councils (t.u. nomination allowed)? Appointment by
ballot for 2 years? HOW would following be fixed:- man~hours for jobs
earnings & bonus; education & training; discipline; Importance of workers
s . 211 access to shop-floor accounts.




INDUSTRIAL NOTES from David Robinscn.

Provocation Admitted by Sunley Director,

During the Ministry of Labour Court of Inquiry,whi?h is examining the Labo;r
disputes at the Barbican, George Avery, a Sunley director, admitted that t i
company had provoked a strike so that it could shut the site and reopen with-
out the militent works committee which had led & number of actions for im-
proved conditions. Sunley's plans for effecting the strike ware outlined by
John Sunley, the chairman, in a letter to Sir Cecil Mant, controller-general
in the Ministry of Public Building and Works, which was the client, He ex-
plained that if, as had been suggested at a meeting with Sir.Cecil and Jim
ﬁills, National Federation of Building Trade OperatiYes president, Sunley
sacked eight of the militants' leaders, it was certain to lose at a disputes
commission on the grounds of victimisation., It would then have to take the
men back which would give them greater suthority than before.

The company was therefore announcing changes which could be expected to lead
to an unofficial strike op mass-meeting in unauthorised time. If any of
these happened the contracts manager "will immediately discharge the whole
of the works committee for misconduct" wrote Mr, Sunley. "By doing this we
believe we will have a reasonable case at a dispute panel and if we can win,
it will not give the new works committee the same strength." More serious
action would be taken if this plan failed, In fact it succeeded. A strike
was called and the works committee was sacked, followed a few days later by
the entire workforce after a regional disputes gommissionhad failed to reach
a decision on the dispute.

The Ministry of Labour Court of Inguiry has not yet published its report
but the chairman, Lord Cameron, said that Sunley "brought about a situation
in which the wcrks committee was induced to commit an offence."  On these
grounds it might well be difficult to rule that the men should not be re-
engaged. (Based on a report in the Financial Times.)

Blind Workers in Pay Strike

Over 300 workers, mostly women but including some male workers and super-
visors, at the Royal Glasgow Workshops for the Blind steged a half-day
tokea strike yesterday in protest against blocking of their pay claim by
the management, Special buses were hired to teke them to a demonstration
outside the City Chamber in George Square. Their claim for 12/- a week,
sanctioned by the Prices and Incomes Board in March, has been refused by
the West of Scotland Joint Committee for the administration of the work-
shops. The workers are members of the National League of the Blind, the
foremen and supervisors, some sighted, of ASSET,

£6 Wage-Cut Causes Strike,

About 1,500 , members of the AEU and the ETU employed at the Brush Elec-
trical Engineering Company, Loughborough, began an unofficial strike yes-
terday over a piece work dispute. A union spokesman said the management
suspended a man in the switchgear department for two days because he refus-
ed to do work at a price which would cause his wages to fall by at least
£6 a week, The stoppage will be continued after the suspension period if
the company continues to be unreasonable. .



FASC?ST THUGS TOING IMPERIALISTS' WORK IN GUATCMALA

A number of Right-wing terrorist groups have recentl i
. v been operating in the
ggifemalgq Oyiinte by murdering thousands of peasant supporters of %ﬁe Revolut-
witﬁrgﬁ verilla movements. The slaughter of these peesants is being carried out
e obvious approval and collaboration of not only the Guetemalan regime
but also the U,S. imperialists themselves . ’

Some of these grotesque organizations have been using soldiers i ili

clothe§ to carry out their " anti-communist pacifica%ion L IE ;zcziz;ilggincipal

terrorl?t group known as the White Hand is a creature of the Movimiénto. de .

Liberacion yaclonal, which in 1954 spearheaded the C.I.A. sponsored invasion from

Honduras which overthrew the elected social-democratic government of Jacobo

Arbgnz ( who is at present exiled in Cuba )« Since last July , 1.L.N. leaders and

their followers have been disappearing into Honduras. A new radio station based

iﬁpHogiuras has been warning peasants of & new invasion with massive American
port.

Also the White Hand's vigilantes in the Oriente have recieved roughly two thousand

rifles and'machine guns which were given to the Guatemalan army under the U.S.
military aid programme. The same machine guns are now being used in the slaughter
of thousands of guerrilla collaborators and sympathisers in the towns and villages
along the Atlantic Highway, which was formerly a stronghold o the guerrillas.
Even the Army spokesmen have put the death roll in two provinces alone at roughly
two thousand.

Put together, these two facts 3 the reports of broadcasts about a U.,S. supported
invasion from Honduras, and the passing of America's " gift " of two thousand
machine guns from the hands of the Army to the terrorists, appear to be enough to
indiet the U.S. of complicity in the fascist uprising. Also, in the face of

the previous mounting guerrilla activity and influence in the country, it looks
as though these terrorists have saved, at least for the moment, the possibility
of direct U.S. military intervention in the tradition of the invasion of
Dominica in 1965. >

The fascistic offensive has been recognised by the hated and feudalistic land-
owners as being advantageous to their continual suppression and exploitation of
the landless peasants who favour the guerrillas, It seems clear enough that these
are the ones who are financing the terrorists . The violence of recent months is
believed to have claimed more lives then all the activities of the gueriillas end
the reprisals of their traditioneal adversaries, the Army, for the past five years,
Even the Roman Catholic bishops have strongly protested the counter-revolutionary
slaughter. A missionary said that " there is hardly a day when you don't see a
body floating down the Rio Managua ", The deily violence has become & way of life
for most peasants in the country. In the words of Yon Sosa, leader of the guerrilla
novement MR 13 ( the revolutionary movement of November 13th ) " our Cempesino
carries a long machete in a leather scabord for self-defense, and will buy a shot-
"

gun or pistol pefore he buys a pair of shoes ".
Obviously the long term effect of the terrorism inflicted on the peaséiBts will be
shown by their increasing alignment with the revolutionary movements, which like

the N.L.F. in Vietnam rely on the peasants for their support rather than the
landowners and the U.S.



AN ATPEAL FOR REGIS DEBRAY

The following letter appeared in The Times of June.lB:

"Journalism and information media have evolved since 1792, "Comgenﬁing on :

the battle of Valmy, Goethe made the prophetic atatﬁmentf ei;ez: th:i,fig
i i t was here in

today that a new era begins for humanlty.? I :

the ?irst time, in a battle prefiguring Dien Bien Phu, that a classic army

was crushed by one in rags.

Those for whom the gathering and imparting of in?ormatlon is a px:'of‘essmr;;:y
whose migsion it is to "cover history in the making" are oft?n o? necess
placed in difficult situations. Accompanying the Duke of Weimar's army, .
Goethe scarcely left his carriage. Today he would be called a war corrﬁs
pondent. But what is his opposite number called when serving on.the other
side? What is the status of a correspondent covering the precarious exist-
ence of guerrilla forces?

Since coverage of both sides in a guerrilla war is an obvious n?09391ty the
status of war correspondents is an imperative for those journalists attach-
ed to irregular forces. #n international status must protect.t?ose photo-
graphers, news cameramen and writers whose professional activities are conn-
ected with armies of irregulars. The nature of the forces to which they
happen to be attached must not be used as a pretext by a government, an
army or & secret police arbitrarily to arrest, torture, execute or imprison
members of such professions whom they happen to capture.

On April 20, Regis Debray (a Frenchman), George Roth (an Englishman) and
Alfredo Fructuese (an Argentinian) were arrested in Northern Bolivia.
Regis Debray, a writer and philosopher, accredited to the weekly Mexican
paper Successos entered Bolivia on a valid French passport. His fate and
that of his companions, arouses the most urgent and acute concern. Since
his arrest no one has been allowed to see him or communicate with him, in
spite of a writ of Habeas Corpus issued on his behalf in Bolivia, The
place, indeed the country, where he is held prisoner with hig companions

remains secret. There are grave fears that he and his companions may die
under torture,

As signatories to this appeal, we demand that the guarantees listed above
be accredited to Regis Debray and his fellow prisoners. French and British
diplomats have been denied access to them. Their prolonged isolation, lack
of legal aid, and the attested intervention in the case of interrogators
and"experts" of non-Bolivian nationality amply Justify the pressing urgency
of this appeal,

Signed by:- Lindsay Anderson, John Berger, Jeremy Brooks, Peter Brook,
Basil Davidson, M.A. Donnelly, Peter de Francia, Jean Franco, Graham
Greene, Christopher Hill, R.O. Jones, 4,L. Lloyd, Joseph Losey, John
Mendelson, Iris Murdoch, Edna 0'Brien, Roland Penrose, Frank Pierce,
Georg; Tabori, Robert B. Tate, Arthur Terry, Kenneth Tynan.

June 10

Editorial note: Bertrand Russell has also made an appeal on behalf of Debray
and is now seeking to get the widest support for his efforts,



THE LEFT AND THE MIDDLE EAST CRISIS by Pat Jordan

Egypt's
s seziﬁiswig 2;: {hg only casualty in the recent Middle East war
as Sydney:Silvermsn. b eft became 90mp1e‘vely disoriented. Such stalw;.rts
predicagmncriis ol ecame apologists for Israel's aggression against th
. L O wzrzfl ne?d not be ashamed of her victory" wrote .
Williams went as fare s Tribune, Others, including Paul Rose and Raymond
o = e 2? g:?testlng because Christopher Mayhew spoke on the
T baintasdaimatnl Rl ing pro-Arab. This phenomena was not confined to
st S g A re, who has a heroic record on Vietnam and Algeria
e rahlie haus prior to the Israeli attack which spoke of the i
plar 'Pztoﬁzssgi :23 i;:aii;bGove;nment and sought to mobilise

: agaln S. or was it co
left: one well-known British group which considers i:ii??émzzxzzi E;Zader

undergone a profound cri . :
et ¥ view? erisis because its leading theoretician took an anti-

ig:rzitlzaigzz pegple vho hgve reagted to m9s? ev?n?s in.a generally

‘ end up in this particular crisis giding with imperialism?
We must flrs? note that to a certain extent the statements of Arab 1ead;
ers have assisted the imperialists in causing confusion on this question.
Because they lack an international socialist policy such people as Nasser
and the leaders of Syria have had to express themselves in racialist terms.
Tpey have made no appeal 1o the Israeli people to gsupport them in their
fight against Zionism, despite the fact that a very large proportion of
the Jewish population of Israel, namely, those of Asian and African de-
scent suffer from discrimination. Israel faced (and perhaps still faces)
g severe economic crisis in which between 7 and 10% of the workers were
unemployed (one might add, in passing, that the war ceme at a very con-
venient time to solve that particular problem!) There should have been,
and could have been, an appeal from people who call themselves socialist
to the peasants and workers of Israel. Having gaid this, ve must add that
this weakness on behalf of the Arab 1eaders was no excuse whatsoever for
those secions of the left which capitulated to anti-Arab hysteria. More-

over, there are much deeper reasons at work.

One of the basic theoretical weaknesses of the left 1n

countries played & big role: the failure to aistinguish between the

nationalism of an oppressed people and the c
nation, It is an absolute crime, especially for thos

of Marx by calling themselves Marxists, 1o equate Arab nationalism - the

product of imperialist and neo-colonialist exploitation of the most
f Jewish capital-

savage kind, with Zionism - the product of the desire ©
ists to have their own nation-state 1o exploit. We see the same mistake
made daily in relation to the Hegro struggle in the United States -
especially py sectarien self-styled marxists. whilst socialists will at
a1l times seek to inject socialist ideas into any 1living struggle they
have to recognise that the nationalism of oppressed people, NO matter
how it expresses itself, is an objectively progresive force. when it

comes into conflict with imperialism We must support it, regardless of

its temporary leadership.

ing is that under normal circumstances it is poss-

Another factor operat
ge number of tendencies verging

ible for the 1eft to hold together & lar
Contd. on Page 14...



indsor
PRESS REPORTS ON THE MIDDLE EAST compiled by Dave Winds

estimeting that the
Amman were gquoted yesterday.as Nosrin
Milita;y squrce;ainlost 25,000 men, about half its str?ngth, zgtseha& -
Jordgn;an 2r2§ptured in the four-day war Israel. Earlier rep
wounded an

the number at 15,000.

edical
e doctor, Kemel Bikhazi, leader of g 23-ma§ VOIun;eiiemfigure
i izbiiiz Americaﬁ University Hospital in Belru?, dlgcloiz By
h:re In General Army Hospital in Ampan? r. Blkhaz;lgaburns‘ -
he héd seen were victims of what he dlggnosed_as na.palm ot
however, that he had no previous experience with nap

He had also been to the military hospita} at Zarga, wheJ:'e(,1 heHzaigéoiiegOO
military casualties, he had not seen a 51ngle bullet WOE?f.rin by o

that more than 200 casualties there were diagnosed a? s eb rﬁ;a i
napalm burns. "The casualties were fgarsome and many werethzn b
He said, adding that the wounded soldiers cpuld talk of no g

bombs, firebombs,"

As he returned to Amman from Zarga, Dr., Bikhazi reported, he saw the re-

mains of a mobile medical unit, marked with a red cross, that had been
destroyed by napalm.

U.S.-ISRAELI COLLUSION "OBVIOUS"

The Times of June 13 carried an article by one of itg Washington corresp-
ondents, Louis Heren. The article commenced:

States was in collusion with Israel last week, angd perhaps before. Not the
kind of collusion that President Nasser has claimed to excuse his defeat,
of course, but they appear to have hagd & useful working relationship,

This was obvious in the United Nationg Security Council or, rather, behind
the scenes, when Washington begen to bress Jerusalem to accept the ceage-
fire resolutions only when the victory of Israel arms was assured. Mr,
Arthur Goldberg, the American permanent representative was heard to say

after one period of negotiation with his Russian opposite number: "Pake
your time,"

wvere defeated, Really heavy American pressure to stop the fighting was not
applied before Friday, when Israel began to move into Syria. Washington
shifted from itg public neutrality to a more benign nonbellige
after Super-power agreement not to intervene hag been reached on the hot
line, and demonstrated, But clearly some a
Israelis before the hostilities began,

The more faint-hearted in Jerusalem could rest assured that an Israel de-
feat would never be allowed, General Moshe Dayan must have been fairly

sure of about 96 hours in which to achieve hisg objectiveg before the Sec-
urity Council could call g halt,



PRESS REPORTS CONTINUED....

ISRAEL PREPARED FOR YEARS, PROVOXED AKABA BLOCKATE

In a long, well-argued article in The Times of June 14, Charles Douglas-

Home, its defence correspond i
Dayan's war." He explaiﬁegzent’ TR i PRl

"The campaign was the i
1e product of years of patient traini i i

palgn ) ing, involwvin

;?eI:;gzi?;t;izhzinsultabis equipment for Israel forces, a;d the pregaration
g men use that equipment. It wa t G

who planned Israel's Air Force, who b : e o g b

: ought the French aircraft whi
tributed so much to the victo " i ook

ry, who designed the two special Israel b

whose accuracy made the whole unbelievable operation possible. s

It was not General Dayan who patiently trained the Army in night fi i

t fi
ensured that tank crews were drilled each year to attain the Eighes%hzzggé—
acy gt }oggest ranges and at night, and practised mobilization exercises
anq }nd1v1dua1 training to the point where every man had within him the
ability to think and readjust to changing situations." ‘

Douglas-Home shows that the timing of the war was decided by Israel, even
to the extent of provcking the blockade of the Gulf of Akaba:

n....the inclusion of General Dayan and the other new Ministers automatic-
ally set Israel on a course for war at the time and place of her own
choosing.

TIndeed for many days before General Dayan's appointment Israel was prepar-
ing to force the blockade at Sharm el Sheikh with a specially menned cargo
ship which was being made ready at the Ethiopian port of Massawa.

Any reference 1 made at the time to the possibility of a test ship being
sailed into the Strait of Tiran to establish an unequivocal pretext for
war was categorically forbidden by the censors. Moreover, I have been
told on the highest authority that nothing was changed = either in policy
or in tactics - between the time General layan was appointed and the start
of the war."

The timing was linked with the morale of Israeli troops:

"By the time General Dayan assumed office the plans had already been laid,
the training accomplished, the tactics largely agreed. In fact, although
most observers believed that the waiting posed an intolerable strain on

the reservist army in the desert, General Rabin is of the opinion that those
two weeks provided just the period of time necessary to prepare the reserv-
igts for war. Any sooner and they would not have been fit and ready for
battle; much later, and their morale would have been on the way down."

ISRAEL COLONIZE: ARAB TERRITORIES: Jerusalem, June 13 (Associated Press)

Israel today began administering the territory it congquered west of the
River Jordan as virtually a separate entity with its own currency and local
government. A tight military cordon cuts off the 0ld City, and the west

bank of the Jordan from Israel. Reliable sources gaid eventually & network
of customs and frontier posts will cut of f the Arabs in the conguered area
of Jordan until a final settlement is made. The Arabs are to be administer-
ed by Israelis and will not be able to pass freely into Israel, these sources



NASSER'S RESIGNATICIT SPEFCH

i i we
We are reproducing extracts from Nasser's speech of re31gna2;onw;:ia2igu-
;ie of the opinion that British socialists should know-ex?c iicles o o
ments Nasser has used rather than rely upon the hysterical ar
have appeared in most of the British press.

o «ssse We all know how the crisis begag in the firs+t half of
1§§:t§§§?’ There was an enemy plan to invade Syria, anddtigait?;:§§§;s by
his politicians and all his military commanders.declare g O;n
The evidence was ample. The sources of our.Syrlan brothers an

reliable information were categorical on this.

+e+.It was our duty not to accept this in silence. In addition Io 1{
being a question of Arab brotherhood it was algo a matter of nationa .
security. Who starts with Syria will finish with Egypt. _So our arme <
forces moved to our frontiers. Following this came the withdrawal of the
United Nations force then the return of our forces to the Shar@ el Sheikh
position which commands the Tiran Straits and which Fhe Israel% enemy
used as one of the results of the tripartite aggression on us in 1956,

The passage of the enemy flag in front of our forces was intolerable and
S0 were other matters connected with the most precious aspirations of the
Arab nation. Our estimates of the enemy's strength were precise. They
showed us that our armed forces had reached a level of equipment and
training at which they were capable of deterring and repelling the enemy....

Cn the morning of last Monday, June 5, the enemy struck. If we say now it
was a stronger blow than we had expected we must say at the same time, and
with assurance, that it was much stronger than his resources allowed. It
was clear from the very first there were other forces behind him which came

to settle their accounts with the Arab Nationalist movement. There were
significant surpriges:-

L The enemy we expected to come from the east and north came from the
west. This showed he had facilities beyond his own resources and
exceeding the estimate of his strength.

2. The énemy attacked at one go all the military and civil airfields in
the United Arab Republic. This meant he was relying on scmething
more than his normal strength to protect his skies from any retalia-

tion from us. The enemy was algo fighting on other Arab fronts with
other assistance,

3. The evidence of imperialist collusion with the enemy is clear. It

Also, Bri?ish aircraft raided in broad daylight positions on the Syrian
agd Egyptian fronts, in addition to operations by a number of American
aircraft reconnoitring some of our positions., The inevitable result was



that our land forces, fighting a most violent and brave battle in the open
desert found their air cover was inadequate in face of decisive superiority.
It can be said without fear of exaggeration that the enemy was operating an
air force three times its normal strength.i.....

The nature of the desert did not permit a full defence, particularly with
the enemy's air superiority. I realize that the development of the armed
Battle may not be favourable to us. I tried with others to use all re-
sources of Arab strength. Arab petroleum played its part. The Suez Canal
played its part. And there is still a major role required of Arabs every-
where and I am fully confident they will be able to perform it..ssss

We now reach an important point in this soul-searching by asking ourselves:
Does this mean we do not assume responsibility for the consequences of this
setback?

I tell you truthfully that I am ready to assume the entire responsibility.
I have taken a decision with which I want you all to help me. I have de-
cided to give up completely and finally every official post and every
political role and to return to the ranks of the public to do my duty with
them like every other citizen.

The forces of imperialism imagine that Abdel Nasser is their enemy. I
want it to be clear to them that it is the entire Arab nation znd not
Gamal Abdel Nasser, The forces hostile to the Arab nationalist movement
always try to picture it as Abdel Nasser's empire. That is not true,
for the hope for Arab unity began before Gamal Abdel Nasser. It will
remain after Gamal Abdel Nasser. I have always told you that it is the
nation which survives. Whatever his (Nasser's) contribution to the
causes of his homeland, he is but an expression of a popular will and is
not the creator of that will..se.s

The Revolution is not the monopoly of one generation of revolutionaries.
I am proud of the contribution by this generation of revolutionaries.

It has brought about the evacuation of British imperialism and the in-
dependence of Egypt. It has defined its (Egypt's) Arab character,
fought the policy of zones of influence in the Arab world, led the
socialist revolution and brought about a profound chenge in the Arab way
of life. It has affirmed the people's control of their resources and
the product of their national action.

It recovered the Suez Canal and laid down the basis of industrial
build-up in Egypt, built the high dem to turn an arid desert green.
It has extended generating power networks all over the northern Nile
valley and extracted petroleum resources after a long wait.

More important than all this, it has placed the workers in the leader-
ship of political action. They are always the source for new leader-
ship carrying the banner of the patriotic and nationalist struggle
phase after pkase, building up socialism and winning victories."



ISRAEL IS THE AGGRESSOR¥

Israel's attack on Syria, which has continued despite universal demand for
ceagsefire and assurance by Israeli leaders that they intend to advance no
further, should be condemned as aggression. In this policy, Isreel has
proceeded with the unstated approval of Western governments which desire
the overthrow of the Syrian regime because it challenges their customary
exploitation of the resources of the Arab world. It is dishonourable for
Western governments to call publicly for ceasefire but to remein silent
about Israel's continuing attacks.

Israeli spokesmen have indicated that Israel will not automatically re-
linquish its newly captured territory, which is three times the size of
Israel itself. This, too, is aggression in the Israeli pattern of earlier
years: it seizes what it can and holds on until this becomes the "status
quo". Israel should respect eeasefire arrangements, cooperate with any-
agency which supervises them and recall all its troops within its borders.

The demands of the governments of the United States and of Britain for the
unfettered flow of oil from Arab land are demands that the exploitation of
these lands continue unhindered. The Arab world must be permitted to own -
and develop its own natural resources.

Those who rightly symputhize with Jewish victims of Hitler's aggression in
Europe should not equate Israel's survival with its policy of territorial
conquest. Aggression is unjustifiable, the more so when perpetrated by
those who know its full meaning.

¥ Statement issued by Beftfand'Russell on June 12,

The Left and the Middle East Crisis contd....

on to the right because issues are not crucial. However, when it comes
to the crunch, weaknesses which are not important under normal circum-
stances become decisive. Such moments as the outbreask of war (the de-
bacle of the 2nd International in 1914 is the outstanding example) bring
these weaknesses to the fore. Ve may note that many of the people who
have taken a bad position of the Middle East crisis have been those who
have resisted - and even fought against - a solidarity position on
Vietnam. Other factors operating include the association of the oppress-
ion of the Jews by Hitler with the Arabs' anti-Zionism. On meny sections
of the left - particularly those who went through the experience of
fighting Mosley - to be critical of Jewish people or institutions (includ-
ing reactionary ones) is equated with Fascism.

For the left, the ability to stand firm in such sitvations is vital: any
vacillation, or weakening on principle starts a process which inevitably
leads one along the path of Wilson and Greenwood. The steeling one gets
in standing up to such pressures is part of the essential training of a
socialist. Moreover, when the situation becomes clearer, as it is now
on the origins of the Middle East war, one's standing and prestige on
the movement is enhanced. Political clarity comes from the vigorous
discussions at such crisis points. Those on the left who correctly
appraised the nature of events in the Middle East last week will be in a

better position to fight for marxism and a broad, principled left alter-
native to Wilson,



